St Joseph’s PTA Meeting Thursday 6th October

Attendees: - Debbie Loftus, Jackie Heaven, Andi Callen, Jenny Corbishley, Paula Terry, Ruth Davies, Jacqui Ludlow, Claire Visco

Apologies: - Angie Hilton, Grainne Graham , Georgina Pope, Mrs Harrold

General issues:
1.
It has been agreed that we will purchase new scooter pods. The current pods cost circa £1k each. Grainne has sourced some at £435 but Debbie will attempt to negotiate. We need to ask that all parents take home the bike or scooters home at the end of each day.  We also need to find a suitable place to install the new pods. The current suggestion was outside the school gates but is was unanimous that this is not a good idea. One suggestion is next to the new Year 6 classrooms. 
2.
It was also agreed that the Junior playground be improved to include sports markings specifically netball courts. The area needs to have the drainage reviewed and the area tarmaced. The cost should be circa £4k. It is hoped that there could be enough funds in the bank to cover most of this and the Christmas fair to cover the rest of the cost. Should there be the funds the infant playground needs to be considered as it is a very uneven surface leaving puddles and the markings had generally worn away. 

3.
Debbie informed us that we have completed the purchase of a laminator for KS2. This should have been £400 but was purchased or £143. KS2 say Thank you!! The laminator was purchased through Easy Fundraising. – Was agreed we need another push on awareness of Easy fundraising with Christmas coming.

4.
Also 9 Kodak Easy Share digital cameras, SD cards and chargers have been purchased for £300 from PC World/ Currys clearance store in Ancoats. The Teachers thank the PTA!! 

5.
We also need to send out bonus ball information as not all new parents received the info. On average we make £1000/yr and there is also an average of £1000/yr given out as prize money. Reception are not always getting e-mails yet as people have sent in 3 or 4 and Mrs Marsden has picked one. Any parents not yet receiving e-mails should contact the office.

Christmas Fair:
1.
The main concern we have this year is space. We will not be able to use the Yr 6 classrooms. Ruth to ask Tracy re pre school. Debbie to confirm where we will be able to use. We have 2 cash matchers and we will request more.
2.
Jenny is happy to do the Grotto again. Angie Hilton has requested that she helps out on this. The presents have already been purchased. It was agreed that Jenny have the funds to make curtains for the Grotto which will cost circa £50. This can be then be reused every year. This stall generally will raise circa £400. Jenny will also take the Santa costumes home for washing as they have been in a bag all year! 
3.
Raffle Prizes:

Debbie to speak to Manchester City contact. Claire to speak to Everton contact. Andi & Jackie will start to request donations however we will ask other parents if they wish to assist in this.  Angie has a standard letter we will use. Suggestions of places to contact include: Hungry Horse (Sale Hotel), Pumpkin, MiniKin, Custard Boutique, Taylors, Co-op, David Lloyd, La Fitness and Traders Outlet. We will ask parents for donations where possible.
4.
Food: 

Was agreed Hot dogs / Chilli / Soup. The Brazilian food was a big hit at the Summer fair and we would like replicate this together with other cultural food if possible.

Granny Carney has already started baking Christmas cakes and we will send out request for more cakes – NUT FREE). We need to contact Greggs / Sainsburys etc for cake boxes for people to transport multiple purchases. We will also look at paper bags if we struggle to obtain enough.
Debbie will contact Manchester Vending to see if they could provide cups for tea / coffee.

Ruth suggested food specifically for children e.g. snack box. Ruth has offered to produce these prior to fair. 

5.
Stalls: 

· The Bottle Tombola is ALWAYS a big success. 

· Paula suggested a chocolate tombola – nut free ie no Snickers etc.

· Toy Stall – new or quality toy, good quality books, complete jigsaws etc.

· Everyone a winner stall for small prizes

· School Uniform Stall – Katrina and Helen are organising this stall

· Vinyl records – Andi has offered to do this. Parents to send in any unwanted Vinyl and Andi will sort and any unsold or those perceived to be of value he will sell on E-bay.
· Face Painters

· Raffle

6.
We will send out request for:
· Dads / Grandads to play Santa

· Face Painters

· Raffle Prize donations

· New or quality toy for Toy stall.

· Bottle Tombola

· Chocolate Tombola

· Old Vinyl records

· Soup / Chilli makers

· Cultural Food

· Cakes – NUT FREE

· Setting up of Fair

· Manning Stalls

· Clearing up after the Fair

· Cash Matching

· Mince pies ( Coffee morning after the Toy Mass)
(WE WILL MAKE IT CLEAR TO PARENTS THAT THEY DO NOT HAVE TO DONATE SOMETHING FOR EACH STALL – IT WILL BE A PERSONAL DECISION IF PARENTS WANT TO CONTRIBUTE TO ONE OR ALL STALLS)

7.
Confirmed help so far of volunteers not at the meeting:

Georgina Pope, Caroline Hutchinson, Alison Pearson, Jackie Beales, Kim Draper
Other events: We will hold a mince pie coffee morning after the Toy Mass on 14th Dec – We will ask parents to make for this.
Next Fair Meeting:  Monday 17th October 9am at school– Notice will be sent out to parents.
