ST JOSEPH'S PTA

 MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 12TH OCTOBER  2009


PRESENT:
Debbie Loftus, Barbara Harrold, Grainne Graham, Liz Taylor, Lesley 
Spellman,   John Woods,  Sandra Burgess, Matthew Donlan, Helen Dunn, Anne Chinoy, 
John Gill, Palma Davidson

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:Angie Hilton, Lucia Eleuterio, Gianna Higginson, Julie Murphy

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: Approved & signed.

3. CONSTITUION:
Debbie referred to her recent letter on this issue and showed a copy of the PTA's constitution which is based on the NAPTA model. Lesley Spellman suggested that we don't change the constitution but in practice we could have people standing down every 3-4 years. There was a concern that if this was an official PTA policy it might invalidate our NAPTA indemnity. The improved website was discussed as a good vehicle for encouraging greater involvement in the PTA. It was agreed to put more interesting information on the website to encourage people to use it more. Information on the committee roles etc. should also be there to increase awareness and understanding of the committee and hopefully next year more people will come forward at the AGM. The possibility of a new parents social evening was discussed. Springfield Road have one with a children's entertainer.

4. INTERNATIONAL RECIPE BOOK: Gianna has received quite lot of recipes, but still not enough. The sub committee meets later in the week and will make a decision about whether to proceed. A section of recipes for children to cook was suggested with ideas from the after school cookery club run by Mrs Parker.  All PTA members were asked to send in recipes.

5. CHRISTMAS FAIR: There has been 1 meeting with lots of ideas. It was agreed to serve mulled wine. A license costs £25 which Matthew will obtain if Grainne e-mails him the date.

6. OUTSIDE PLAY EQUIPMENT: The trees have been felled and a letter to parents sent out. Work on the traversing wall will commence in ½ term.

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS; OHP, Mrs Harrold would like to purchase a projector for the school hall to show films. This was agreed.

Helping Hands Tile Wall, Debbie saw this in the NAPTA magazine, where families sponsor tiles which are decorated with the children's hand prints.

Family Photo Session, this was suggested as a fund raiser for the Christmas Fair but it was felt that this should be on a separate occasion e.g. a Saturday. Playgroup have purchased a digital photo printer which we will ask to borrow for the Christmas Fair.

Tree Sculpting: Mrs Harrold has commissioned Tim Burgess to use the newly felled trees to create  several small sculptures. In addition he can make a large sculpture of St Joseph for £700 if the PTA is able to fund it. This was agreed. It was suggested that the saw dust be kept for the Christmas fair, to make reindeer food.

Cycle Pods, Grainne reported that the cycle/scooter pods were full most days and suggested an additional one be purchased. It was agreed to wait until spring as use would decline over the winter.

Events for 2010, Grainne suggested a Latin American family night and agreed to investigate it further. Lesley will report on the Fat Loaf meal at the next meeting.

Parents Directory, Helen Dunn suggested compiling a business directory where parents pay to advertise their businesses. It was agreed as a very good idea, they could also be advertised on the PTA website. Helen will investigate further.

PTA e-mail, Sandra suggested this be set up to allow people to respond to the PTA directly. This was also agreed as a good idea and Anne will look into it & report back.

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: THURSDAY 12TH NOVEMBER, 7.30PM, SCHOOL HALL

PTA MEETING 12TH OCTOBER 2009

ACTION POINTS

AGENDA ITEM
ACTION 
PERSON

3. Constitution
Prepare information & place on web site
DL/GG/AH & AC

4. Recipe book
Send Gianna recipes
All

5. Christmas Fair
Obtain alcohol license
Matthew

7. Family Photo session
Investigate feasibility
Debbie

7. Parents Business Directory
Investigate further
Helen

7. PTA E-mail address
Set one up
Anne

